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July 8, 2010 
 
 

Samuel E. Vederman 
County Attorney 
1320 Kofa Avenue 
Parker, Arizona 85344 
 
 Re:  Assault and Battery of Constable Staudt JP4 La Paz County 
 
Mr. Vederman, 
 
On the evening of June 8th, 2010 while serving “Letters of Demand,” legal documents from the 
Law Offices of Hunt, Grogan, Meerchaum & Hossler, Yuma, upon former Mayor Wes Huntley 
related to Police Harassment towards Ms. Jennifer Harris a Quartzsite resident, Mr. Huntley 
committed an Assault and Battery upon myself in full view of Chief of Police Jeff Gilbert and 
one of his officers.  Chief Gilbert refused to arrest Mr. Huntley. 
 
On the morning of June 9th, 2010, I called your offices to report the Assault and Battery and 
stated that I wanted to press charges against Mr. Huntley.  A short time later I received a 
telephone call from your office Investigator Frank Haws.  Under Arizona State Law, it is a 
Felony to commit an Assault & Battery upon any Constable in the performance of his/her duties.  
Be advised that six Constables have lost their lives in their performance of their duties in the 
State of Arizona. 
 
Please take note that Chief Gilbert was as well legally served with his copy of the “Letter of 
Demand” before Mr. Huntley and had full knowledge that I was performing my legal duties as 
Constable.  Later that night, Chief Gilbert had to be called off by the new Mayor Ed Foster from 
what can only be called the stalking of Ms. Harris. 
 
Be advised that I have filed a formal complaint against Chief Jeff Gilbert through Bob Irish with 
AZPOST in person at their office in Phoenix, Arizona.  It was there that I was informed him that 
Chief Gilbert was acting as Mr. Wes Huntley’s election campaign manager.  I have included a 
copy of that complaint for your review. 
 
It is my belief that Chief Gilbert has a conflict of interest and may be in violation of his oath of 
office, and has committed several violations of Arizona Criminal Law in his refusal to arrest Mr. 
Huntley by allowing him to freely leave the scene of the Assault and Batter committed in his 
presence. 
 
 
 



I am submitting the following for your review: 
 
22-131.  Constables; powers and duties 
A.  Constables shall attend the courts of justices of the peace within their precincts when required, 

and within their counties execute, serve and return all processes and notices directed or delivered to them by 
a justice of the peace of the county or by competent authority.  In addition to any other provision of law these 
duties may be enforced by the presiding judge of the superior court in the county, including the use of the 
power of contempt. 

B.  Constables shall attend the training prescribed in section 22-137. 
C.  Constables, with the consent of and at salaries fixed by the board of supervisors, may appoint 

deputies who are certified pursuant to section 41-1822, subsection A, paragraph 3, stenographers, clerks and 
assistants necessary to conduct the affairs of their offices.  The appointments shall be in writing and filed in 
the office of the county recorder. 

D.  The provisions of law relating to sheriffs, as far as applicable, shall govern the powers, duties and 
liabilities of constables. 

E. A constable who is duly elected or who is appointed by the board of supervisors has the authority of a 
peace officer only in the performance of the constable's official duties. 

 
The County Attorney’s office is charged with representing the Constables within La Paz County!  
As I am the Constable for the Quartzsite Justice Court JP4, an Arizona Constitutional 
MANDATED office, you have been notified by a legal agency and asked to take action against 
Mr. Huntley.  While doing my duties as a Peace Officer, (see above) Chief Jeff Gilbert allowed 
Mr. Huntley to commit an Assault & Battery upon a Peace Officer (Constable) and freely walk 
away. 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
_______________  
Paul D. Staudt 
Constable JP4 
 
 
Attach:  Letter of Demand, RE: Jennifer Harris 
 
Copies: Correspondence File 
  Bob Irish, AZPOST 
  Terry Goddard, AZ Attorney General 
  Frank Haws La Paz Investigator 
  David J. Hossler of Hunt, Grogan, Meerchaum & Hossler 
  Mayor Ed Foster Town of Quartzsite, AZ 
  Phil Hazlett, Arizona Constables Assoc. 
   


