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Law Office of Elmer Stewart Rhodes 

432 E. Idaho St. 
Suite C-231 

Kalispell, MT 59901 
(702)-353-0627 

Stewart.rhodes@aya.yale.edu 

                                                   Notice of Claim Letter  

VIA PROCESS SERVER, EMAIL, FASCIMILE 
& FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
Town of Quartzsite, via Quartzsite Town Clerk’s Office                (928) 927- 4400 
P.O Box 2812                                                                                       
Quartzsite, AZ 
85346 
 
Town of Quartzsite, via Quartzsite Town Manager’s Office           (928) 927- 4400 
P.O Box 2812 
Quartzsite, AZ   
85346 
 
Chief of Police for Quartzsite                                                           (928) 927-5252 
Chief Gilbert 
P.O Box 2812 
Quartzsite, AZ 
85346 
 
 
Officer R.A Paterson # 43                                                                (928) 927-5252 
P.O Box 2812 
Quartzsite, AZ 
85346 
 
 
 
Officer X. Frausto # 15                                                                    (928) 927-5252 
P.O Box 2812 
Quartzsite, AZ 
85346 
 
 
(Separate service, letters, emails and facsimiles  
were executed for each Officer) 
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Re:  
 
My Client: Michael Roth 
Date of Birth:  
Date of loss: June 14, 2011 
Location of Loss: Quartzsite City Council Meeting 
Police report: 11-00467 
Summary of loss: false arrest, false imprisonment, first amendment retaliation, harassment, 
denial of equal protection under the law, abuse of power, malicious prosecution and intentional 
infliction of emotional distress. 
Today’s date: December 12, 2011 
 
 
Dear Town of Quartzsite, Chief Gilbert, Officer Paterson and Officer Frausto: 

 I represent Michael Roth regarding his claims against the above named parties for 
false arrest, false imprisonment, harassment, First Amendment retaliation, 
harassment, denial of equal protection under the law, abuse of power, malicious 
prosecution and intentional infliction of emotional distress. These claims are based 
upon the following facts. 

                                              FACTS 

        On or about June 14, 2011 at approximately 6 PM Michael Roth was present in the 
audience of the Quartzsite town council meeting. As witnessed on the video 
recording Michael can be heard saying “she assaulted me, she assaulted me.” A 
few seconds later, a man approached from out of the audience and grabbed 
Michael by the arm.  Michael responded by raising his arm in a upward gesture to 
pull his arm free from the man’s grip and saying “let go of me man!” seconds later 
Michael was placed under arrest by two officers (identified in police report as 
Officers Paterson and Frausto) who had been standing within a few feet of 
Michael, next to the Chief of Police. Without any questioning, trying to calm down 
the situation or investigate, these officers placed Michael under arrest and walked 
him out of the building in full display of the citizens of the community.   As 
Michael was arrested, supporters of the Town Council and the Chief of Police 
cheered.  Michael was charged with disorderly conduct and resisting arrest and 
held in jail for approximately twenty hours.  The video of the arrest is available 
online at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_ZnDS5W4O8&sns=em&noredirect=1 

        This is a clear case of false arrest and false imprisonment, as well as violation 
of the free speech rights of Mr. Roth. There was no legitimate reason to place 
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Michael under arrest and deprive him of his liberty.  In fact, the arresting officer 
Richard Patterson clearly states in his report that prior to arresting Michael he 
witnessed an ‘Elderly Citizen,” Barbara Bowman, approach Michael and jab a 
finger into his side and angrily tell him to leave, then officer Paterson describes in 
his report that Michael stated that the woman assaulted him.  And Michael can be 
heard on the audio of the video (which was turned away from him) telling the 
officers present that “she just assaulted me!” 

Officer Patterson put the word “tiny woman” in his report in an apparent attempt to 
make it somehow less of a criminal act that he had just witnessed being committed 
against Michael by the woman who jabbed him while telling him to leave the 
Town Council meeting.  Clearly Officer Paterson by his own admission failed to 
uphold the law.  Arizona criminal statute 13 –1203 (A) (3) defines assault as 
“knowingly touching another person with the intent to injure, insult or provoke 
such person.”  Walking up to someone and jabbing them with a finger while telling 
them to leave clearly meets that definition.  By Officer Paterson’s own admission, 
within his own report, he witnessed an assault on Michael by the woman who 
jabbed him with her finger.   

          Officer Patterson then witnessed the same exact crime of assault committed  
 against Michael less than fifteen seconds later by a man, Steven Bennett, who 
came out of the audience behind Michael and grabbed Michael firmly by the sleeve 
of his shirt on his upper arm. This unwanted touching also met no response from 
Officer Paterson or the other officers present.  Instead of taking appropriate action 
against both the assailants the officers had just witnessed assaulting Michael, they 
instead approach Michael and placed him under arrest while supporters of the 
Town Council and the Chief of Police cheered (as can be heard on the video). 

       Clearly, by watching the video one can determine that Michael did no wrong. 
He was in fact the victim of assault purposely perpetrated twice upon him while he 
was exercising his right to free speech, assembly, and right to participate in the 
political process at a public Town Council meeting. 

       Michael is an activist within the community of Quartzsite. His activism has 
put him at odds with Chief of Police Gilbert and members of the Town Council.  
This is the same chief of police about which that the Town has been inundated with 
complaints of misconduct, including but not limited to 80% of the police staff in 
his department writing a public letter stating that they have no confidence in the 
chief, stating that the chief intentionally and improperly targets citizens for 
political persecution and retaliation, and stating that they feel he should be 
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removed.  Those officers have filed a formal complaint against Chief Gilbert 
alleging many serious civil rights violations and illegal acts. 

       The town is divided into two different political camps, one that supported the 
former mayor, Ed Foster, and the other that supports the city council and the chief 
of police. Both camps are hostile towards the other. The citizens that assaulted 
Michael seconds before he was placed under arrest are on the side of the Chief of 
Police and the City Council. Both favoritism and political retaliation can clearly be 
witness in the video recording of Michael being arrested. 

                                            DAMAGES 

       There was no justifiable reason my client should have endured being singled 
out for political reprisal, First Amendment retaliation, and subjected to false arrest. 
It is apparent that the actions of the officers were retaliatory and meant to punish, 
degrade, intimidate and harass Michael in retaliation for his free speech and his 
political opposition to Chief Gilbert and his allies on the Town Council. A jury will 
be appalled at the contemptuous manner in which Michael was treated as his rights 
were violated.  No citizen should fall victim to a rouge police department. 

                                              DEMAND  

       Michael requests the payment of THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($350.000.00), as the amount for which this claim can be 
settled, as compensation for the above noted false arrest, false imprisonment, 
harassment, First Amendment retaliation, abuse of power, malicious prosecution 
and intentional infliction of emotional distress.                                                    

Your prompt attention to this matter is appreciated. 

                                                                                                                  Elmer Stewart Rhodes III 

 

Counsel for Claimant 
                                                                                                                                     _________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                    E. Stewart Rhodes 

                                                                                                                                                    Attorney at Law 

                                                                                                                                                    432 E. Idaho St. 

                                                                                                                                                    Suite C-231 

                                                                                                                        Kalispell, MT 59901 


